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00:32 
JH: That’s about it, heh heh. 


CD: There’s a lot of people that go out to that memorial every year. 


JH: Oh yeah, I think it’s over a million. And you know what? I think 
90% of them are Japanese. 


00:54 

CD: What would you say to those people who go out there? What 
words would you give them as someone who was there, who lost 
friends there? 


01:04 

JH: Well when we were there, two years ago, that’d be two years ago 
this December, we didn’t have people talking to us too much. We were 
sort of in a group by ourselves. 


01:20 
CD: But if you had the opportunity to say something, in your own 
words. 


JH: To whom? 


CD: To those people who go out to the memorial to pay respects, or to 
get something out of it, what would you say to them if you had that 
opportunity? 


01:38 

JH: Well I wouldn’t say anything unless they asked me a question. No 
I- I never volunteer things like that. If they ask me, okay. Otherwise I 
figured uh... Well even today most people, “Pearl Harbor? What’s 
that? Some place on the east coast?” Or, “Never heard of it.” Or, “Big 
deal, it’s history.” 


02:10 


CD: How do you hope Pearl Harbor, and the story of Pearl Harbor, 
lives on in our country? 


JH: Well I hope it...It’s-it’s like any war, it’s going to fade. After the 
last of us are gone, nobody will remember. And nobody will really 
care. (02:38) That’s just um, heh, like all civilians that I talk to, even 
my family. 


02:46 
CD: John is there anything I haven’t asked you that you feel is 
important about that day, or your experiences there? 


03:00 
JH: I can’t think of anything, really. No...heh. I just can’t think of 
anything. Of course my memory’s gone, very very poor now. 


03:26 
CD: How has living through Pearl Harbor, and that experience, how 
did it change you? 


03:30 
JH: Uh...well, it-it, you mean today? How did it change me? 


CD: Or then. Just how did it effect you? 


03:41 

JH: Oh I knew that we were really P-I-S-S-E-D off at the Japanese, and 
we wanted to get back at ‘em. And uh, heh, I always remember what 
admiral Yamamoto said, you know he was the one that designed the 
attack. “We have aw-“ uh... “We have awakened a sleeping giant.” 
And he was right. Well we lost our innocence at Pearl Harbor. We 
began to grow up I think (04:20) Of course most of us then were in 
our late teens, early twenties. 


CD: How old were you that day? 
JH: Uh twenty-one. I was one of the old men, heh heh. 


04:50 

(crew talks) 

CD: Could you restate what Yamamoto said, and how you felt when 
you heard that? 


05:03 
JH: Oh...heh. Well, I felt that he spoke the truth. See he- he had been 
assigned as an aid in Washington. And he used to play poker, of 


course with people of his rank, he would never play poker with a guy 
like me. And he knew the American mind, in fact he even tried to talk 
them out of it. But they said, “You’re going to be the head honcho,” so 
he put every effort that he could into it, and he did a pretty good job. 
They weren’t detected - they weren’t detected until they actually hit. 
And then when they reported that these planes were coming in, they 
had the radar then, the 2-6-8 on the hill, they didn’t pay any attention 
to them. That’s what I mean by being innocent. (06:12) We accept 
people, Americans are very generous, and we accept people as we see 
them, and-and we expect everybody to be like us, and they just ain’t. I 
been to Iraq, uh... let’s see, well I’ve been to Japan, Iraq, I didn’t get 
to Iran, uh we got to uh Israel, and...Leban- yeah Lebanon. I can’t 
remember, what was the one the British cooked up after World War I? 
It’s right...well anyway we were there. I told my wife, I said, “Thank 
God we live in the country we do. I just wish more people appreciated 
it.” (07:39) Yeah, Americans are wonderful people. I still say, not one 
drop of blood is worth that whole country of Iraq. And they can say 
that we’re doing it to protect ourselves from uh...terrorism all you 
want to, I don’t believe it for a minute. But that’s just me, heh heh. 


08:12 
CD: I suspect you’re not alone in that... 


JH: What’s that? 
CD: I suspect you’re not alone in that assessment. 


08:20 
JH: Uh, well, of course there’s a lot of things to believe in and, of 
course everyone believes in something. 


CD: John, thank you very much for your time today. Just to cover 
some detail, could you tell us what camp you were at? 


08:50 

JH: Oh, Camp Malakoli, and don’t ask me heh what it means. It’s 
Hawaiian for something, probably for evergreen, or forever fruitful, 
some other dumb expression that cover up the real Camp Malakoli. 


09:08 
CD: Could you tell us where you were located again, and where that 
was originally? 


09:14 
JH: Oh. It was about three miles north of Barber’s Point, which is the 
most south-westernly part of Oahu. And it doesn’t exist anymore, they 


sent it back to the wilderness. A friend of mine tried to find it, he’s- all 
they found was some old pieces of McAdam I think that were there, 
that was about it. No we had an interesting stay in Hawaii. And I don’t 
regret it. Of course, you always say, “Well I wouldn’t give a million 
dollars for my experience,” but I’d never want to live through it again, 
heh. 


10:13 


CD: Thank you John. 
CREW TALKS ABOUT GETTING ROOM TONE 


10:58 
Close up on his medal. 


11:15 until 11:50 
Some room tone and shots. 


Interruption at 11:50 

12:15 ROOM TONE CONTINUES 
John interrupts a few times 
Clean after 12:45 


Camera picks up shots during room tone 


13:00 
END OF INTERVIEW 


